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Bacteria’s genetic information flows in the following three routes; transformation, conjugation, and transduction. Transformation is also referred to as natural transformation, this is where  some bacteria have ability to capture DNA floating in their environment and incorporate them into their genome. Unlike humans, bacteria are capable of taking up fragments of DNA that might be floating in a medium usually from dead bacteria splitting open/lysing and releasing these fragments in their environment (Hotopp 158). To do this efficiently they need to be in a competent state, a state that exists naturally in a limited number of bacteria while others can achieve this feat if rendered competent artificially in a laboratory.   
Conjugation is another way bacteria can transfer DNA that is achieved through the cell-to-cell physical contact that is facilitated by plasmids (nonchromosomal DNA molecules) (Chen 1457). This transfer of genetic information is carried out by syringe-like structures on the surface of a cell that injects the plasmid into neighboring cells. Plasmids are circular DNA pieces that can replicate in a bacteria cell without the presence of chromosomes. 
The last way bacteria transfer genetic information is through transduction. Bacteria can transfer DNA between one another through a bacteria virus. These viruses are usually known as bacteriophages specifically infect bacteria. This is an effective way of DNA transfer as the enclosure of the bacteriophage offers protection from enzymes attack in the surrounding and physical decay and is injected directly into the cells. 
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